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Michigan Sweet Cherry Pilot Program Expansion 

 

SPRINGFIELD, Ill., October 9, 2012 – After a devastating year, there is good news for 

Michigan sweet cherry producers. The Risk Management Agency (RMA) recently approved the 

expansion of the sweet cherry pilot program. Sweet cherries will be insurable in the following 

Michigan counties in 2013: Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Leelanau, Manistee, Mason, and 

Oceana. Producers have until the November 20, sales closing date to buy sweet cherry insurance.     

 

Brian D. Frieden, Director of the Springfield Regional Office, states, “We are extremely pleased 

to announce the expansion of the Sweet Cherry Pilot Program.” This is an Actual Revenue 

History (ARH) insurance plan. You can choose buy-up coverage at the following levels: 50-

percent, 55-percent, 60-percent, 65-percent, 70-percent, and 75-percent. Catastrophic Risk 

Protection (CAT Coverage) is not available for cherries.     

 

Frieden reminds Michigan cherry producers, “If you are interested in buying buy-up coverage for 

sweet cherries in 2013, contact your crop insurance agent as soon as possible; the November 20 

sales closing date is quickly approaching.” To find a crop insurance agent, visit the RMA 

website at: http://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html.  For information about the ARH Sweet 

Cherry Policy, visit: http://www.rma.usda.gov/policies/2013policy.html.  
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign and 

mail a program discrimination complaint form, (available at any USDA office location or online at 

www.ascr.usda.gov), to: United State Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,  

1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 to obtain additional 

information, the appropriate office or to request documents.  If you are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech 

disabilities, contact USDA through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136. 
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