
The impact of high levels of aflatoxin on producers 

varies from a discount in price to the requirement to 

destroy the grain. More information on aflatoxin can 

be found at: Grain Inspection, Packers & Stockyards 

Administration (GIPSA). 

 

If you think your insured crop has aflatoxin, contact 

your crop insurance agent before you: 

 Harvest the grain; 

 Put the grain in storage; or  

 Deliver it for sale.   

 

Your insurance provider will: 

 Obtain samples for testing; and  

 Submit them to an approved aflatoxin testing 

facility.  

 

Because aflatoxin can increase in storage, aflatoxin 

losses are only insurable if: 

 The grain is tested at an approved testing facility 

before being moved into commercial or on-farm 

storage; or  

 Your insurance provider asks you to leave 

representative sample areas of the unharvested crop 

for taking samples for testing. 

 

Losses not covered under the crop insurance policy 

include: 

 Losses due to increases in the aflatoxin level while 

in farm storage. 

 Losses that cannot be determined because proper 

testing was not completed. 

 
Refer to the applicable Special Provisions of 

Insurance for the current crop year in RMA’s 

Actuarial Information Browser for the most current 

policy on testing. 

 

 
 

Criteria for Approved Testing Facilities 
 

1. A certified facility must be able to perform 

quantitative tests on grain, itemizing results in parts 

per million (ppm) and parts per billion (ppb).  Test 

kits used must be certified by Grain Inspection, 

Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA). 

 

2. The facility must be a recognized commercial, 

government, or university testing lab that uses 

industry-recognized sample sizes, equipment, and 

procedures for testing mycotoxin. 

 

3. The facility must be a disinterested testing facility 

unless RMA issues a written authorization to waive 

this requirement. 

  

A list of certified testing facilities may be found using 

the GIPSA Service Provider. Facilities are listed by 

state. Testing facilities not listed which meet the 

criteria can be considered approved testing facilities. 

Consult with your crop insurance provider for more 

information. 

 

Contact Us 
USDA/RMA 

Springfield Regional Office 

3500 Wabash Avenue  

Springfield, IL 62711-8287 

Telephone: (217) 241-6600 

Fax: (217) 241-6618 

E-mail: rsoil@rma.usda.gov 

 
 

This fact sheet gives only a general overview of the crop insurance program and is not a complete policy. For further information and an 
evaluation of your risk management needs, contact a crop insurance agent. 
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Download Copies from the Web 
Visit our online publications/fact sheets page 
at: www.rma.usda.gov/aboutrma/fields/il_rso/. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimi-
nation in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, 
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, repris-
al, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign and mail 
a program discrimination complaint form, (available at any 
USDA office location or online at www.ascr.usda.gov), to: 
United States Department of Agriculture; Office of the Assis-
tant Secretary for Civil Rights; 1400 Independence Ave., SW; 
Washington, DC 20250-9410. Or call toll free at (866) 632-
9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate 
office or to request documents. Individuals who are deaf, hard 
of hearing, or have speech disabilities may contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 
845-6136.  


