USDA United States

ﬁ Department of
Agriculture

A Risk Management Agency Fact Sheet

2016 Crop Year

Springfield Regional Office — Springfield, IL

Revised May 2016

Cover Crops

lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio

What is a cover crop?

A cover crop is a crop generally recognized by
agricultural experts as agronomically sound for the
area for erosion control or other purposes related to
conservation or soil improvement.

Cover Crop Special Provisions

Insurance coverage begins on a crop following a

cover crop when:

e The cover crop meets the definition provided in
the basic provisions;

e Itis planted within the last 12 months; and

e Managed and terminated according to the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
guidelines.

If the growing conditions warrant a deviation from the

guidelines, you should contact either your local

Extension office or local NRCS for management

guidance. For information on cover crop management

and termination guidelines, refer to the Cover Crop

Termination Guidelines published at

www.nres.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/

landuse/crops/.

If | farm in lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, or
Ohio, when do | have to terminate my
cover crop to insure the following crop?
For non-irrigated acreage, cover crops in NRCS
Management Zone 4 must be terminated at, or within
5 days after planting of the insured crop, but before
crop emergence. For irrigated crops, cover crops
should be terminated based on the crop system and
conservation purpose, but before the insured crop
emerges.

Can | graze or harvest hay or silage from
my cover crop prior to termination?
According to the NRCS Guidelines, for the 2016 crop
year, cover crops may be grazed or harvested as hay
or silage, unless prohibited by RMA crop insurance

policy provisions. In Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and
Ohio, there are no RMA crop provisions that would
prohibit the haying and grazing of cover crops that
precede a crop (in accordance with special provisions
in the actuarial documents). Please keep in mind that
cover crops cannot be otherwise harvested, such as for
grain or seed.

| was prevented from planting my insured
crop, and | would like to establish a cover
crop on the prevented planted acreage.
My crop insurance agent explained that
the NRCS guidelines will not apply to this
cover crop, and | need to be aware of the
haying and grazing restrictions. Why is
that?

The NRCS guidelines apply in determining the
insurability of a crop that follows a cover crop.

Once the insurability criteria in the special provisions
statement have been established, the crop is insurable.
The rules and regulations in the Prevented Planting
Loss Adjustment Standards Handbook will apply for
cover crops that follow a prevented planting
determination on an insurable crop.

Generally, once you receive a prevented planting
payment you can later plant a cover crop on the
prevented planting acreage but you cannot hay or
graze that cover crop before November 1, (and cannot
otherwise harvest anytime), or you will impact your
prevented planting payment. For more information on
rules and regulations, refer to the Prevented Planting
Loss Adjustment Standards Handbook at
www.rma.usda.gov/handbooks/25000/2016/16_25370

-2h.pdf.

This fact sheet gives only a general overview of the crop insurance program and is not a complete policy. For further information and an
evaluation of your risk management needs, contact a crop insurance agent.
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These FAQs do not change existing policy or
procedure, or existing Approved Insurance Provider
responsibilities in making policy determinations.
Policyholders must meet all eligibility requirements
under the cover crop policy provisions and handbook
procedures.

More Information

You can find more information about cover crops and
commercial crop insurability in your county special
provisions at http://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/
actuarialinformationbrowser/. Once you reach the site,
click on the drop-down menus to choose the year,
your crop, your state, and your county. All relevant
information for your crop, including information on
cover crops, is available. For answers to more
frequently asked questions, go to
www.rma.usda.gov/help/fag/covercrops2016.html.

Where to Buy Crop Insurance

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through
private crop insurance agents. Contact a local crop
insurance agent for more information about the
program. A list of crop insurance agents is available at
all USDA service centers and on the RMA website at:
www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.

Contact Us

USDA/RMA

Springfield Regional Office
3500 Wabash Avenue
Springfield, IL 62711-8287
Telephone: (217) 241-6600
Fax: (217) 241-6618
E-mail: rsoil@rma.usda.gov

Download Copies from the Web
Visit our online publications/fact sheets page at

www.rma.usda.gov/aboutrmalfields/il rso/.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, famil-
ial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic infor-
mation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individ-
ual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET
Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign and mail a pro-
gram discrimination complaint form, (available at any USDA office
location or online at www.ascr.usda.gov), to: United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture; Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights;
1400 Independence Ave., SW; Washington, DC 20250-9410. Or call
toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the
appropriate office or to request documents. Individuals who are deaf,
hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-
6136.
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