
What Should I Do When Crops Are Damaged by 
Drought?  
 

You should contact the crop insurance company that sold the 
policy before and after: 

(1) Destroying the insured crop that is not harvested. 

(2) Putting the insured crop or acreage to an alternative use. 

(3) Abandoning any part of the insured crop. 
 
For more information on duties in the event of damage, loss, 
abandonment, destruction, or alternative use of the crop or 
acreage consult Section 14 of the Common Crop Insurance 
Policy Basic Provisions (11- br) Policy. 

When should the crop insurance company be 
notified of a potential loss?  
 

You must notify your agent or company within 72 hours of 
the first discovery of damage or loss of production (but not 
later than 15 days after the end of the insurance period, even 
if the crop has not been harvested). 

(1) The company must have a chance to appraise and release 
the acres before the crop is destroyed or abandoned.  

(2) If the company cannot make an accurate appraisal, or 
you disagree with the appraisal at the time the acreage is 
to be destroyed or no longer cared for, you and the 
company can work out representative sample areas to be 
left intact for future appraisal.  

Should I Care For Drought- Damaged Crops?  
 

Crops that have been damaged and will be taken to harvest 
must continue to be cared for and maintained.  

(1) You may seek advice from agriculture experts in your 
area for what, how much, and when to spray to maintain 
the production that is in the field and protect the crop 
from further damage.  

(2) If you destroy or abandon the crop and leave 
representative samples, with the agreement of the 
insurance company, you must maintain the samples the 
same as if the entire crop was still in the field. The 
samples must be maintained until the company conducts 
a final inspection and releases the representative sample 
areas.  

 

Can I cut my corn as silage if it is insured for grain?  
 

Insurance coverage for corn may be available for grain only 
or for grain and/or silage based on the insurance offer within 
the county.  
(1) If any portion of the crop will not be harvested or will be 

put to another use (i.e., harvested as silage in a grain 
only county), you must have approval from the 
insurance company first. 

 
 
 
 

This fact sheet gives only a general overview of crop insurance drought information and is not a complete policy. For more information you should read the Common Crop Insur-
ance Policy Basic Provisions (11-br) and the Special Provisions of Insurance or talk to your crop insurance agent. 
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Contact Us 
USDA/Risk Management Agency 
Saint Paul Regional Office 
30 7th Street East, Suite 1890 
Saint Paul, MN 55101 
p. (651) 290-3304 
f.  (651) 290-4139  
e. rsomn@rma.usda.gov 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disa-
bility, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, 
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public as-
sistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons 
with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TAR-
GET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Visit our regional office page at: http://www.rma.usda.gov/
aboutrma/fields/mn_rso/ 


