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Two Individuals Charged with Conspiring to
Defraud the United States and its agencies

FARGO - The United States Attorney’ s Office today announced that afederal grand jury returned a 17-count
Indictment thisweek charging Duane Huber, Wimbledon, North Dakota; Duane Huber, d/b/a Huber Farms
General Partnership, and Steven Huber, Fargo, North Dakota, with conspiring to defraud the United States.

Duane Huber, DOB 8/4/44; Steven Huber, DOB 12/2/74; and Duane Huber, d/b/a Huber Farms
General Partnership, are charged with congpiracy to defraud the Farm Service Agency(FSA), the Risk
Management Agency/Federd Crop Insurance Corporation (RMA/FCIC), and the Internd Revenue Sarvice (IRS), dll
agendes of the United States, during the period between January 1988 and March 2000. The indictment dlegesthat
Duane Huber sat up sham farming operations, through the use of third parties, in order to be adle to avoid payment
limitations on federd farm programs and to redirect and redidtribute crop production, income, and expenses, in away
that would get him more crop insurance benefits and farm program money than he was entitled to receive. Steve
Huber, during the time he was a full-time callege gudent in Grand Forks, was one of the third parties who dlegedly
Sgned fase documents a the Farm Sarvice Agency certifying thet he provided 100% of the active management of his
farming operation when, in fact, Duane Huber was actudly the person in charge.

Both individuas are dso charged with two counts of making or aiding and abetting another to mekefdse
gaementsto the FSA, RMA/FCIC, and IRS.
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Duane Huber isfurther charged with 9x counts of filing false tax retums or asssting othersin filing false income
tax returns during the years 1994 through 1998, two counts of money laundering, and one count eech of making fase
datements to the Commodity Credit Corporation, mail fraud, wire fraud, and conspiracy to commit money laundering.
Theindictment do indudes aforfature count wherein, if Huber is convicted of the mail fraud, wire fraud, or money
laundering offenses, the United States would request forfeture of red and persond property in the amount of
$14,768,064.

Steven Huber isaso charged in one count with filing fase income tax retuns for the years 1996, 1997, and
1998.

The gatutory maximum pendty for each of the offenses of congpiring to defraud the United States, making fase
datementsto the FSA, RMA/FCIC, and IRS, making fase atements to the Commodity Credit Corporation; mall
fraud; and wire fraud is 5 yearsimprisonment and a$250,000 fine. The satutory maximum pendty for the offenses of
filing fase tax returns or assisting another to file fase tax returnsis 3 yearsimprisonment and a$250,000 fine: The
money laundering offenses carry maximum pendlties of 20 yearsimprisonment and afine of ether $500,000 or twice
the vaue of the property invalved in the transaction, whichever is greater.

The caeis being investigated by the United States Department of Agriculture, Office of Inspector Geneard; the
Farm Sarvice Agency; the Risk Management Agency/Federd Crop Insurance Corporation; and the Internd Revenue
Savice

The U.S. Attorney’s Office dressed that an indictment is Smply the method by which a person is charged with
crimind adtivity and raises no inference of quilt. Anindividud is presumed innocent until competent evidenceis
presented to ajury that establishes guilt beyond a reasonable doulbt.

Aninitid gopearance is scheduled in United States Didrict Court in Fargo, North Dakota, on December 14,

2000, at 11:00 am. -end-



